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According to a report issued March 8 by the Bolivian National Directorate for the Prevention of
Drug Abuse (Direccion Nacional de Prevencion del Uso Indebido de Drogas, DINAPRE), at least
300,000 Bolivians are economically dependent on drug trafficking. DINAPRE director Carlos Dripp
Vargas said there are about 61,000 families who earn their living from the illegal cultivation of coca
leaf destined for cocaine production. In addition, approximately 6,700 people are employed as
intermediaries in the sale of the coca leaves, 25,000 others work as "coca stompers" mashing the
coca leaves in a toxic soup of chemicals to break it down and 45,000 make a living transporting the
cocaine. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, Agence France- Presse, 03/08/93)
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